Holy Spirit – Summary

Teaching Points of This Study

1. A basic understanding of the Holy Spirit is essential to Christianity

2. A thorough, complete understanding of every element of the Holy Spirit may not be possible this side of eternity

3. The Holy Spirit is not an impersonal force

4. The Holy Spirit’s work indicates personality

· He speaks, teaches, bears witness, guides, hears, tells, allows, and forbids

5. The Holy Spirit has traits, identifiable in humans

· Identified in masculine terms

· He has a mind, possesses knowledge, demonstrates affection, and has a will

6. The Holy Spirit suffers personal slights and injuries

· He can be grieved, resisted, lied to, insulted, blasphemed 

7. The Holy Spirit is a Divine Being, existed with the Father, and the Word in Eternity

8. The Holy Spirit is unique in function, but united in nature with the Father, and the Son (Word).

9. The Holy Spirit was active in creation, in revelation, in confirmation, in regeneration, and in sanctification

10. The Holy Spirit is active in the redemption of man

11. The Holy Spirit was planned, promised and sent, not a reaction to Jesus‘ death

12. The “baptism of the Holy Spirit“ is not a Biblical term. Water baptism is the baptism of the Bible, and includes being born of water and Spirit.

13. The gift of the Holy Spirit is the Holy Spirit Himself, and is given to those who obey at baptism.

14. We can sin against the Holy Spirit by 

· grieving the Spirit, insulting the Spirit, quenching the Spirit, lying to the Spirit, resisting the Spirit, and blaspheming the Spirit

15. The Holy Spirit indwells the Church

16. The Holy Spirit indwells the Christian

17. Their are benefits, to the Christian and the Church, of the indwelling Spirit

· We are sealed with the Spirit (signifying ownership and protection) 

· The Spirit was given as a pledge, or down payment, of our inheritance (no guarantee that we can’t fall)

· We are strengthened by the Spirit

· We are led by the Spirit

· Externally through the Word

· Internally through His indwelling presence

· We bear the fruit of the Spirit

18. The Holy Spirit does not lead through

· Visions / dreams

· Feelings / intuitions

· New Revelation of God’s Word

19. With the help of the Holy Spirit, Christians put away the deeds of the flesh, and bear the fruit of the Spirit

20. The Holy Spirit gives gifts to Christians today, for the purpose of building up the Body, the Church.

· The gifts today are not manifested in a miraculous way, as they were in the early church

· The gifts persist (those that aren’t inherently miraculous)

