Innkeepers’ Class – The Holy Spirit

As you’ve been told, the purpose of this class is to provide a broad overview of various topics to which new Christians need exposure. Another benefit of these classes is to provide more mature Christians with a basic overview, and the nudge to engage in further study on these topics.

Nothing could be more applicable than with the subject of tonight’s class, the Holy Spirit. There are many questions and opinions regarding the Holy Spirit. I don’t claim to know all the answers, or even a majority of the questions. And within the timeframe of the class tonight, I hope I am able to inspire further research into this most vital of topics.

If you’re interested, there are a dozen documents available for you to use at will. They are located on the Member Page of the church website, under “Scott’s Holy Spirit Lessons”. If you don’t have access to this, and would like to have access, contact Loy, Jason, or Jesse, and they can fix you up.

As I mentioned earlier, this topic is the subject of many questions and opinions.

· Numerous books have been written

· Numerous debates (internal and external to the church)

· Highly controversial subject (churches / fellowship / friendship)

· Highly complex subject, in totality

· An understanding is VITAL to Christianity! See quote.
I. The Holy Spirit is Prominent Throughout the Bible

A. Old Testament

· 88 references in 23 books (although “the Holy Spirit” used three times, i.e Psalms 51.

B. New Testament

· 264 References in NT

· 60+ in gospels

· 57 in Acts alone (some call the book the Acts of the Holy Spirit)

· 132 references in the epistles

· Only three make no reference (Philemon, 2 & 3 John)

The Holy Spirit is a prominent figure in the Bible. To understand the Bible, one must understand the Holy Spirit (i.e. Abraham, Paul, Jesus, etc.)

II. Prominent in the Life of Christ

A. Conception

B. Pronouncements of Jesus’ birth

C. Baptism

D. Temptation

E. Ministry

III. Prominent in the Life of Christians

A. Our becoming Christians

· Convicted of Sin (John 16:7f, John 17:17)

· Born again (John 3:5-8, 10) (“know”, “understand”)

B. Our lives as Christians

· Live in the Spirit (Gal 5:25a)

· Walk in the Spirit; produce the FRUIT of the Spirit (Gal 5:25b, 16-18, 22f)

· Set our minds on things of the Spirit (Rom 8:5f)

· Put to death the deeds of the body (flesh) (Rom 8:12f)

· “Lead by the Spirit” = “sons of God” (Rom 8:14)

· Intercedes for us in prayer (Rom 8:26f)

· Strengthen us in the inner man (Eph 3:16 – 21)

· Renewed (Rom 12; 2 Cor 4; Titus 3:4-6)

· Sanctified (1 Peter 1:2)

· The communion (fellowship) of the Spirit (2 Cor 13:14; Philippians 2:1)

IV. Prominent Regarding Truth and Error

A. Much error taught

· Impersonal “force” expressive of God’s power

· Jesus in another form

B. Many conflicting views (and some misunderstanding) out there on: 

· “baptism” of the Holy Spirit

· Gift of the Holy Spirit

· Gifts of the Holy Spirit

· Indwelling of the Holy Spirit

C. Many attribute “feelings” and “intuitions” as being led by the Spirit

V. What are the Characteristics of the Holy Spirit?

A. Human Attributes

· Speaks (1 Tim 4:1; Acts 8:29, Acts 10:19f; Acts 13:1-4; Rev 2 & 3)

· Teaches (John 14:26) “He” in John 14:16f)

· Bears Witness (John 15:26f)

· Guides, Hears, Speaks, Tells (John 16:12f) Again, “He”

· Forbids (Acts 16:6f) (v.7 referred to as “Spirit of Jesus”)

· Intercedes “himself” (Rom 8:26f) Christ “also” in 8:34)

· Has a mind (Rom 8:27)

· Has knowledge (1 Cor 2:11)

· Has a will (John 16:12ff; 1 Cor 12:11) “He” in both places

· Possesses affection? ( Rom 15:30)

· Can be grieved ( Eph 4:30)

· Can be blasphemed (more deity) (Mt 12:31f)

· Can be insulted (Heb 10:29)

· Can be lied to (Acts 5:3)

· Can be resisted (Acts 7:51)

B. Divine Attributes

· Omniscient (1 Cor 2:10f)

· Omnipresent (Pslams 139:7-10)

· Eternal (Heb 9:14)

C. Works

· Creation (Gen 1:2; Job 33:4)

· Working of Miracles (Mt 12:28; Rom 15:19)

· Redemption (Heb 9:14)

· Regeneration/Sanctification/Renewal (John 3; Rom 12; 2 Cor 4; Titus 3)

“There is no subject more important in religion than that of the Holy Spirit. Unless this be properly understood, a large portion of the Bible, especially the NT, must remain unintelligible. On the other hand, just a view of it will do more than a knowledge of any other particular topic to give harmony, clearness, and consistency, to what may be learned to all other matters presented in the Word of God.” --- The Office of the Holy Spirit, Robert Richardson, 1872.
Summary

The Holy Spirit is God. He is God, sent by God, as a Helper or Comforter (John 14:16f). It is important to note that when Jesus spoke this on the night of His betrayal, he referred to the Spirit as “another”, or another Comforter sent by God. This draws parallel to Jesus, the Word incarnate. 

Was Jesus’ presence a comfort?  Was he a Counselor to the people?  Did He guide them and assist them in their search for truth? Did His presence relieve them of their free will to choose?  

The Holy Spirit is a Help to Christians. He is a seal of our inheritance in heaven (2 Cor 1:21f). Although there are aspects that are deep and complex, there is a basis of understanding that is beneficial for Christians. 

Remember, Jesus said He would not leave us alone. We should draw comfort, not confusion, from this fact. It should reassure us, and strengthen us, not cause division and anxiety.

