What Does the Holy Spirit Do?

As requested, here is the listing of passages that I used in our discussions last week. I am aware that this does not represent a complete listing. It is my belief, and I believe I am supported by scripture, that

· The Holy Spirit literally indwells the heart of a baptized believer,

· The indwelling Holy Spirit is active within a baptized believer

· The Holy Spirit does not override a believer’s free moral agency

· The Holy Spirit does not manifest itself in a believer in miraculous ways (healing, laying on of hands, speaking in tongues, etc.)

· The Holy Spirit works consistently with the Word of God, and never contrary to it.

Like many, I believe the Holy Spirit literally indwells in me, and is at work in me. How it does it, I’m not sure. I do not believe the scriptures teach that the Holy Spirit works through the Word only. And just because I can’t explain the mechanics of the process in detail, or just because the scriptures don’t elaborate on it, doesn’t mean it doesn’t happen. I’m not sure of the mechanics of the virgin birth, but God became a man and dwelled inside a woman. I can’t deny it just because I don’t understand it.

Anyway, these are scriptures to ponder, to confirm your belief or provide a more extensive look at this topic.

Romans 8

· Sets our minds on things of the Spirit (v.5)

· Evidence that we belong to Him (v.9)

· Gives life (spiritual) to our mortal bodies (v.11)

· Makes us spiritual beings (v.13)

· Puts to death the deeds of the body (v.13)

· Leads children of God (v.14)

· Aligns us with God (adoption) (v.15)

· Testifies that we are children, heirs, and fellow heirs with Christ (v.16)

· Helps us in our weaknesses (v.26)

· Helps us with prayer (v.26)

· Intercedes for saints, according to the will of God (v.26f)

Romans 15

· Sanctifies “offering” (worship, ministry) in Paul’s case --- this may be the miraculous measure (v.16)

1 Corinthians 2

· Grants wisdom / understanding / spiritual discernment (v.10-16)

2 Corinthians 1

· Given as a pledge (v.22) (for Paul only?)

2 Corinthians 3

· Author of the “letter of commendation” written on our hearts (v.3)

· Life giver (spiritual) through the covenant (v.6)

· Changes us into His likeness (v.18)

Ephesians 1

· Seals us in God, as a pledge to our inheritance (v.13)

· Enlightens / gives wisdom / revelation (v.17) (I know it says God gives, but if so, would it be through the Word only. If enlightenment, etc. came through the Word only, then all who had the Word would be enlightened, wise, etc.) (* Note: no new revelation) (** Note: the child of God can have enlightenment to the Word that the alien sinner cannot have ---- through what means?? Certainly not the Word only)

Colossians 1

· …filled with knowledge of His will, in wisdom and spiritual understanding (v.9)

1 Thessalonians 1

· Notice the statement that the “gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction (v.5)

2 Timothy 1

· Helps in guarding the doctrine which has been entrusted to us (v.14) 

Titus 3

· Regenerates and renews (v.3 – 7)

1 John 3 & 4

· Marks / identifies commandment keepers (3:24) (4:13)
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