Holy Spirit Lesson 10

Tonight, we are looking at our final topic in this study on the Holy Spirit. We have been on an interesting journey. We have established:

· The Holy Spirit indwells the Christian

· The Holy Spirit influences the Christian, from without (through the Word) and from within

· The Holy Spirit leads Christians to overcome our fleshly desires

· The Holy Spirit is active in our redemption

To complete this journey of awareness as to what the Holy Spirit does for Christians we must look at The Gifts of the Spirit.

A couple of weeks ago, Rex and I were talking about the indwelling issue, as related to Chuck’s comment about the influence being both internal and external. Rex made a comment, with which I absolutely agree, that clarifies some of the apprehensions that some may have on the Holy Spirit. He stated that to many, the term “indwelling” connotes miraculous manifestations.

I would add, that because of either a lack of teaching, or a particular slant on the teaching, many have come to the conclusion that an indwelling, active Holy Spirit equates to miraculous manifestations. And, since you and I cannot perform miracles, and yet we are saved, then therefore we must not have a literal indwelling, or if we do, the Spirit must not do anything. It follows that anything the Holy Spirit does for me, or to me, must result in a miraculous manifestation. I believe that nothing could be further from the truth.

But, if I believe that premise, then I’m almost forced to formulate a doctrine that says that 

· The Holy Spirit must not have ever done anything special

· The Holy Spirit no longer does anything special

I flatly reject that the Holy Spirit has never done anything special, and I just as strongly reject that the Holy Spirit no longer does anything special for Christians. Anything the Holy Spirit provides, I would classify as special. And I don’t think we are too different from those early Christians who were concerned with many of the same issues.

I. Gifts in the Early Church (Rome)

Look with me at Romans 12:6-8

What we notice here is Paul’s exhortation to the Christians at Rome to remember their gifts, remember the gifts are unique, and use them for the good of the body. He plainly states that “we have gifts that differ according to the grace (gift) given to us, exercise them accordingly.”

He lists some gifts of

· Prophecy (preaching a revelation from God) (1 Cor 14)

· Service

· Teaching

· Exhortation

· Giving

· Leadership

Personally, I believe these are gifts of the Holy Spirit, yet they are not miraculous, and we are capable of these gifts today. We may not recognize them as gifts of the Holy Spirit, just as talents. It appears Paul is trying to encourage the Roman Christians to recognize the source of these talents, and use them for the good of the body.

II. The Gifts in the Early Church (Ephesus)

In Ephesians 4, Paul urges the church “to walk in a manner worthy of their calling”, and he states the unity and oneness of spiritual things (body, Spirit, hope, Lord, faith, baptism, God, who is in all and (v.7) gave gifts to men). His citing of Psalms 68, and a short digression on the meaning of ascended, leads to his discussion of some gifts.

· Apostles

· Prophets

· Evangelists

· Pastors

· Teachers

Why? For the equipping and building up of the body, the church. Again, these all are not miraculous gifts, and we are capable of some today. They represent, I believe, a chronological order (1 Cor 12:28), not preeminence.

III. The Gifts in the Early Church (Corinth)

Here is where their world and thought collides with ours.

The problem in Corinth was jealousy and envy over some of the gifts. Which gifts were more important than others, which meant “super spirituality”?

I believe the key to understanding much of this problem on gifts of the Spirit is found here in 1 Corinthians 12 – 14. You probably won’t find my views in any commentary. So, deal with them accordingly.

Let’s look at Chapter 12.

· Not have them unaware of spiritual gifts (not just existence, but use and purpose) (v.1)

· As pagans, they were led astray, however they were led (v.2)

· As Christians, you are led by the Spirit (v.3)

· There are a variety of gifts (v.4), but the same Spirit

· There are a variety of ministries (uses) (v.5), but the same Lord

· There are a variety of effects (measures, v.10), but the same God who works all things in all persons (v.6)

· gifts differ according to the grace (gift) given us (Rom 12:6)

· John 3:34 (John T Baptist, referring to Jesus, given the Spirit “without measure”)

· Each is given a manifestation of the Spirit for the common good! (v.7)

· vv. 8-10, Paul lists some gifts

· Wisdom, through the Spirit (not earthly wisdom)

· Knowledge, according to the same Spirit

· Faith, by the same Spirit

· Gifts of healing, by the one Spirit

· The effecting of miracles

· Prophecy

· Distinguishing the spirits

· Various kinds of tongues

· Interpretation of tongues

· BUT, ONE AND THE SAME SPIRIT WORKS ALL THESE THINGS, distributing to each one just as He wills (v. 11)

· All do not possess the same gifts, all should use these gifts for the good of the whole body (vv. 12-30)

· Desire the greater gifts (faith, hope and love)

· All gifts are from the Spirit!!!!!

· Chapter 14, Paul encourages them to pursue spiritual gifts (v.1), yet “seek to edify the church” (v. 12)

IV. Summary

Do you recognize gifts from the Holy Spirit in your life? Do you use them to build up the body here at Lewisville? That is the point of this lesson, not arguing over whether the Spirit does anything for us, or to us. If we bog down in that discussion, we are no different from the Corinthians, who forgot to use their gifts because of their focus on the “preeminence” of the gifts that some had.  We can argue that all these gifts were miraculous, (not true), and that miracles have ceased (true), and dismiss the gifts that we have as coming from the Holy Spirit. We are Majoring in the Minors!!! Let us not be guilty. Let us desire spiritual gifts, particularly the greater gifts.

