Holy Spirit – Lesson 1

Introduction

The title of this series, as given by our fine deacon over adult education is:

The Holy Spirit --- Any Questions?

I can assure you there are questions. There are more questions than answers. 

· Numerous books written. (evidence)

· Numerous debates. 

· Highly controversial subject. (churches / fellowship / friendships)

· Highly complex subject. 

· An Understanding is Vital to Christianity
I don’t claim to have all the answers. I don’t claim to even know all the questions.

Class as a discussion format at times. I would ask that you study this topic with me..... not listen to my thoughts. I will try to give you an indication of the topic for the following week...... please come with some preparation.

Tonight, I want to simply set the table for the feast we will be consuming over the next quarter.  This study is important to you and me, and I want us to know why.

I. The Holy Spirit is Prominent in the Bible

Old Testament

· 88 references in 23 books

· Although the expression “Holy Spirit” used only 3 times (Ps 51:11)

· Other expressions are used – i.e. “the Spirit of God (Genesis 1:2)

New Testament

· 264 references

· 60+ references within the gospels

· 57 references in Acts (Acts of the Holy Spirit)

· 132 references in the epistles

· Only 3 epistles make no reference to the Holy Spirit (Philemon, 2 & 3 John)

The Holy Spirit is a prominent figure in the Bible. To understand the Bible, one must understand (?) the Holy Spirit. (i.e. Abraham)

II. The Holy Spirit is Prominent in the Life of Christ

Birth of Jesus

· Conception (Mt 1:20; Lk 1:30-35)

· Pronouncements of Jesus’ birth

· Elizabeth (Lk 1:41f)

· Zacharias (Lk 1:67-79)

· Simeon (Lk 2:25-35)

Baptism of Jesus

· Descended in bodily form (Lk 3:21f)

· “Lighting on him” (Mt 3:16)

Temptation of Jesus

· “filled with the Spirit” (Lk 4:1)

· “led by the Spirit” into the wilderness (Mt 4:1; Lk 4:1)

Ministry of Jesus

· Returned from temptation “in the power of the Spirit” to teach in the synagogues (Lk 4:14f)

· Referenced Isaiah’s prophecy; attributed it to himself; “the Spirit of the Lord is upon me” (Lk 4:16-21; Isaiah 61:1f)

· “rejoiced in the Spirit” (Lk 10:21) (results of power in the 70)

· Claimed to cast out demons by the power of the Holy Spirit (Mt 12:28)

III. The Holy Spirit is Prominent in the Christian Life

Our Becoming Christians

· Convicted of Sin (Jn 16:7f)

· Born Again (Jn 3:5-8) (v.8 wind, “know”, “understand”)

His Presence in our Lives as Christians

· Live in the Spirit (Gal 5:25a)

· Walk in the Spirit; produce fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:25b, 16-18, 22f)

· Set our minds on things of the Spirit (Romans 8:5f)

· Put to death the deeds of the body (flesh) (Rom 8:12f)

· “Lead by Spirit” = “sons of God” (Rom 8:14)

· Intercedes for us in prayer (Rom 8:26f)

· Strengthened in the inner man (Eph 3:16)

· Renewed (Titus 3:4-6)

· The communion (fellowship) of the Spirit (2 Cor 13:14; Phil 2:1)

We will discuss these things in greater detail in the future. But, you can see that the Holy Spirit is a vital part of NT Christianity. We need to know!!!!

IV. The Holy Spirit is Prominent Regarding Truth and Error

Source of Truth

· OT scripture and prophecies came through the agency of the Holy Spirit (1 Pet 1:10ff; 2 Pet 1:20f)

· Jesus promised the Holy Spirit would teach his disciples “all things”, and guide them into “all truth” (Jn 14:25f; 16:12f)

· The Spirit revealed the truth of God’s will to the apostles (1 Cor 2:10-13)

Subject of Error

· Much error taught

· Impersonal “force” expressive of God’s power

· Jesus in another form

· Many misunderstand

· baptism of the Holy Spirit

· Gift of the Holy Spirit

· Gifts of the Holy Spirit

· Indwelling of the Holy Spirit

· Many attribute “feelings” and “intuitions” as being led by the Spirit

Summary

Over the next few weeks, I hope to take an objective look at:

Personality, Diety, Work, Promise, Baptism, Gift, Indwelling, Leading, Fruit, Gifts, and Sins Against the Spirit.

The more we know, the more we can appreciate our relationship with the Spirit.  It is not essential to have a comprehensive understanding of the Holy Spirit to be a child of God. Human birth process?

Next week, I want us to discuss the Personality of the Holy Spirit. 

